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BRIEF COMMUNICATION 

THE HYLID FROO LITORIA ALBOCiVTTATA (GUNTHER) IN THE 
NORTHERN TERRITORY 



Kiiowk'dijc t'f ihc diversily and biology of llic anuran lautia 
ot the Nonhorn Teiriiory lias mcicased subslaiuially iivor Iho 
past 30 years. In 1961 l.s of the eurrenlly rccogniseil speeie-s 
had been rcporteil' but hv 1986 ihe number had Iripled lo 
4.S-. 

During Uisonomii sludios in Ihe laU’ 1960s*'' iliiil 
coniribuied co the resolution of the N.T. anuran fauna, a 
speeimen Imni Alexandria Station identified as Cv‘l/>rinui 
alho^uiktiu in 19.35'’ was re-e.\:iinined because it lepresenlcd 
the only record of the species in the Northern Terriiors, and 
its specific identity hud been Ihe subject of dispute . The 
specimen was tiemonsiraled to he a misiilcntifieil lopotypic 
individual oft’ inUripvs Parker, whilst C. uthii^ullatci was 
shown to (Kissess intercalary cartilages, causing it to be 
tc'ferred to Ijionii Tschtuli**. The geographic ilistribiilion of 
U iilhiiftullulit was plotted from all known iniiseuiii voucher 
specimens and demonstrated to be confined to Queen.sland 
and nonhein New South Wales". 



In recent years L ulhotiiiiuiui has been collected on a 
iiunibei ot occasions in the Norlheni Tciiilory at sites neai 
the iiinuih of the McAilhiir River in Ihc vicinity of Bornilisila. 
leading to the iticlusion of a iHirlion of Ihc wc.sicrri boundary 
of the N . f in a revised disinbtiiion map*', li has al.so been 
leported approximately 20 km northeast of Devil's Marbic.s. 
considerably further south th.in the other records"'. 

Because Ihe places of listgemcnl of ihe specimens on which 
these locality records are based have noi been reported. We 
provide this inloi iiiation lieie The specimens exaiiiiiied are 
dcprsitcd in Ihe Auslialian Museum. Sydney. (AM), the 
National Wildlife Collection, CSIRO. Canlieriu (N WC), llie 
Northern I'errilory Museum ik Art Gallery. Darwin (NTMi 
and die St'uth Australian Museum. Adelaide (.S.AM). Melhovis 
of mensuieiiieiU tollow Tyler", 

All ol Ihe specimens ot /„ that were c.xamincd 

were taken at two sites. The first is an area of seasonally 
inimdalcd grassland extending I'oi 10 km lUmking the 




Fig. 1. /jlnrtii i7/6o,W(iai/i( eollecleil on Carpentinia Highway. 9 km west ol Borioloola. N' T. (Pliolo: M Duvicsl 



Carpciituriy Highway fmm iis icrminalion 1 kni Miulh cil ilic 
Borrolcxila township, ami Z km caal of the causewav crossing 
of the McArthur River. tFliKnJw aters How north into the Rivky 
frock catchnienl, and then east to discharge into the MeArlhui 
River - a distance of 8 kni|. The lloodplains c.vlend for only 
10 km vve.si, where the Carpentaria Highway rises to (lass to 
the north of the Bukalara Range. I-rom various points along 
this .section 20 specimens have been collected: AM KS3214. 
33650-?2, 5.36.34-02, 54440. 56423; NWC A530. 538; N'fM 
KI7749; SA.M R33y()7. 40744. One specimen collected in the 
liormliKila area by W. ]. Freeland (pers. comm.) has been 
seen by ns but its whercalxtuts is unknown. 

The second site is the Minngarda Watcrhole on Batten 
Creek. This waterway arises west of the Curpentana Highway 
tinil the Bukalara R,mge appro.simately 50 km from 
Borroloola Minngarda Waterhole is near its tennination 
appro.ximately .30 km nonheasi of Borroloola at the edge of 
the saline coastal Hals. .Specimens from that site arc AM 
R53532 and NWC A5R6-90. 

■fhe specimens reported from near the Devil’s Marbles'" 
INTM 30446-71 have been examined by one of us (M.J.T.) 
and rcidentillcd us juvenile C (in\lnili\. 
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In the key to frogs of the northeast of the N.T.’. Lilnrid 
ulhii^iiTliiiu keys out In Cydtmma imsirnli.s. Both are fossorial 
species with si/e ranges that overlap: L. olhiif’iiitaui males 
54-67 mm snout to vent length, females 61-83 nim. C. 
austmUs males 71-74 miii, femulcs 71-102. liaeh species has 
an enlarged inner melaUirsal luticivic employed for burrow ing, 
blit /. alhii^utlala is distinguished c.vlernally by its 
exceptionally rugose skin with short, broad, disrupted plicae 
on the dor.so- lateral surruees (Fig. I). In contrast the skin of 
C. amirah\ is smooth apart from narrow continuous dorso- 
lateral fold.s. In addition L alboitiilUiUi possesses a very 
narrow vertebra] stripe not exhibited by C. nuMmlix. 

We are indebted to the Conservation Commission of the 
Noriheili Territory for permits enabling us to collect 
specimens in the vicinity of Borroloola and to Bill Freeland 
for .advice about his eolleelions there. Out field studies were 
funded by the Australian Research Council and by Mount Isa 
Mines Ltd. VVe Itiaiik David Hughes of M.I.M. for logistic 
support and David Williams (L'nivcrsily of Adelaide! for help 
ill the field. For the loan of specimens we thank Ross Sadlier 
(Australian Museum) and John Wombey (C.SIRO). The 
iliamiseripl was typed by Catherine Paseoe. 
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